CHAPTER 49

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE STANDARDS
Section 1:  The Code of Ordinances of the City of Cornelia is hereby amended by creating a new Chapter 49, which shall be entitled “Property Maintenance Standards" and which shall read as follows:

Section 49 – 1:  Property Maintenance Standards 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for the occupant of any property within the City of Cornelia or the owner of any property within the City of Cornelia to have, place or allow the existence of any of the following on such premises to the extent and in a manner that could threaten or endanger the health, safety and welfare or could adversely affect and impair the economic value of adjacent property: 

(1)  Any accumulation of litter, debris, refuse, garbage, garden trash, rubbish or animal excrement on any front, side or rear yard or on any porch, or underneath any building or in any accessory building; 

(2)  Any object or objects, including but not limited to junk materials, machinery and equipment, appliances or other household items, building materials or piles of dirt in the front yard of any property or on a front porch of any structure located thereon; 

(3)  Any object or objects including but not limited to junk materials, machinery and equipment, appliances or other household items, building materials or piles of dirt on the side or rear yards, or on side or rear porches or underneath any building or in any accessory building that is visible from a street unless stored in an enclosed building; 

(4)  Any overgrown grass or weeds of a height six (6) inches or more or any other unkempt vegetation in any yard, front, side or rear of all improved property of two (2) acres or less; Any overgrown grass or weeds of a height twelve (12) inches or more or any other unkempt vegetation in any yard, front, side or rear of all unimproved property of less than two (2) acres or improved property larger than two (2) acres, except that grass areas abutting and within fifty (50) feet of any city street shall be maintained at a height not exceeding six (6) inches;

(5)  Any storage building on the front yard or any dilapidated storage building on the side or rear yard; 

(6)  Any automobile, truck or vehicle tires on the front, rear or side of any property for a period exceeding forty-five (45) days, unless stored in an enclosed building; 

(7)  Any clothesline or other outdoor apparatus used for the drying of clothes or other fabrics used for household or business use in the front yard of any residence or business.

(b)  It shall be unlawful to place, keep, store or allow an automotive vehicle, boat or trailer-type vehicle on the front yard of any city property unless placed on an established paved or graveled driveway. 

(c)  It shall be unlawful to place, keep, store or allow to remain any derelict automotive vehicle, or derelict boat or trailer-type vehicle or parts thereof on a front yard on a front yard established paved or gravel driveway of a front yard, and it shall be unlawful to place, keep, store or allow to remain any derelict automotive vehicle or derelict boat or trailer-type vehicle or parts thereof on the side or rear yards of any city property if visible from a street or adjoining property unless contained in a properly enclosed and roofed accessory building which meets all appropriate zoning requirements of the City of Cornelia.  For purposes of this section, a derelict automobile, boat or trailer-type vehicle is defined as a vehicle that is not operable due to lack of repairs or is unsafe to operate due to lack of repairs or damage and / or which constitutes a nuisance pursuant to Chapter 48 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cornelia.

Section 49 – 2:  Penalties
All violations of this section shall be subject to those penalties set out in Chapter Seven (7), Section One (1) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cornelia. 

Section 49 – 3:  Effectivity 

Ordinance passed on February 4, 2003.
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